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INTRODUCTION

“e3ramrs saror 9 faar fara

Saktibhadra’s Ascaryacadamans,
Act I, verse 3, page 9.
Provenance tells not ; nor does aught else;
But sterling worth it is that tells.

WITH these significant words of the author himself,
it would be appropriate to announce the Devanagari
edition of Saktibhadra’s Aécaryacidamani, with
a good commentary, which is brought out for the
first time in a complete and handy form by the
Proprietor of the $ri Balamanorama Press,
Mylapore, Madras, This edition is based on the
following manuscripts :

No. DESCRIPTION OF MS, LENT BY

1. MS. written on paper The Curator, Govt.
in Devanagari script  Oriental manuscripts
of text and commen-  library, Madras.
tary.

2. Palm-leaf MS.in The late Mr, A, Maha.
| Malayalam script of ~ deva Sastri, Director,
text. Adyar Library.

3, MS. written on paper Mr. P, P.S. Sastri, M.A.
in Devanagariscript  ( Oxon.), Superintend-
of text. ent of Sanskrit

Schools and Colleges,
Madras,



No, DESCRIPTION OF MS, LENT BY

4, MSB. written on paper Mr. T. Satakopachariar,
in Devanagariscript High Court Vakil,
of text. Tiruppapuliyur.

Palm-leafMS.in Mr. Punnasseri Nila-
Malayalam script of  kantha Sarma, Princi-
text. pal, Sanskrit College,

Pattambi.

‘Q)I

6. Palm-leafMS. in
Malayalam script of
commentary,

» EE]

THE COMMENTARY

No definite information is available about
the commentary on the Ascaryactidamani, except
that the commentator describes himself thus in
the colophon at the end of page 23::

“ AESERTEET  FHRSHAET: |

o Fi=sfnmed s aEag 17
‘From the remaining verses of this colophon, it is
made out that he is a devout Rama-bhakia and that
Sankara is the name of the scribe who transcribed
the commentary. It is scholarly and lucid, and
elucidates in an able manner several charming
-passages and situations in the text. There are
several quotations in the commentary from great
warks in Poetics like the Dhvanyaloka (page 44,
the Dasaripaka (pages 4 and 62), the Kavyaprakada
{pages 62 and 200) and the Alankara-sarvasva
(page 90). The Mimamsaka in the commentator
comes out for instance at page 14, where he uses
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the maxim wewaRS®H s@ax, and at page 160,
where he quotes from Kumarilabhatta’s Sloka-
vartika, the verse

“ IqrTEt g fredr aEEEEsd |

SYRETY ¥ FareaaET=ad | 7
That he was conversant with the Yoga aad
Vedanta systems is clear at pages 20, 51 fo 53
and 237. That he was greatly influenced by
Srimadbhagavata and perhaps also by the
Narayaniya of the famous Narayanabhatta of
Malabar (A. D, 1590)is evident from the extracts
from Srima.dbhagavata at pages 134 and 208,
There are good reasons to believe that scholars
and students alike will find this commentary
greatly informing and useful in studying and
appreciating the Aécaryactdamani.

SAKTIBHADRA

Though Saktibhadra, the author of the
Adcaryacidamani, is held in high esteem by the
Sanskrit scholars of Malabar, as a well-reputed
dramatist of a high order, most of the scholars
outside Malabar know very little of him, except
perhaps to the extent to which his name happened
to be mentioned in the course of the recent contro-
versy regarding the authenticity of the piays
ascribed to Bhasa in the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series.
A popular tradition current in Malabar represents
Saktibhadra as a pupil of Sri Sankaracarya (circa
A.D. 788-820) ; and if this tradition could be trusted,
the great Vedantic teacher saved the Agcarya-
cidamani from complete loss by reciting it from his
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prodigious memory when the work was accidentally
burnt. It is obvious that,. according to this tradi-
tion, Saktibhadra should be assigned to the end of
the eighth or to the beginning of the ninth century
A.D. There are no pesitive evidences which militate
against this date. However, no reference to or
quotation from the Aécaryacidamani is found in any
of the well-known treatises in Poetics from Bhamaha
down to Panditaraja Jagannatha: and this negative
observation applies equally well to many a drama of
the Kerala stage, admittedly authentic and other-
wise, such as the Tapatisarivarana and the Subha-
dradhanafijaya of Kulaéekhaxja and most, if not
all, of the thirteen plays attributed to Bhasa by the
esteemed editor of the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series.

From the accounts of the Kerala stage given by my
former pupil—Mr. K. Rama Pisharoti M.A., and
Mr. A. Krishna Pisharoti, in their contribution
entitled ‘Bhasa's works. Are they genuine?’ to
the Bulletin of the London School of Oriental Studies
I07, i, pp. 107-117, and also from Mr. A. Krishna
Pisharoti’s pamphlet (Sridhara Power Press,
Trivandrum, 1925) containing a criticism of Bhasa’s
works, it can be easily gathered that during the
reign of Kulasekhara Varman who was the author
of the two plays—Tapatisarhvaranam and Subhadra-
dhanafijayam and of the Adcaryamafijarikatha, two
bistrionic directories called the Kramadipika and
the Aitaprakaram were prepared. In the latter
of these two directories fourteen plays are
referred to, of which the first five are the
Tapatisamivarana and the Subhadradbanafijaya of
Kulagekhara Varman, the Nagananda of Sri
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-Harsa, -the- gicaryacadamani of Saktibhadra and
the Kalyanasaugandhika of Nilakantha, the sixth
- caglled Sri-krsna-carita being ancnymous, and the
remaining eight - corresponding to eight of the
plays -escribed. ‘to - Bhdsa in the Trivandrum
SanskzitSeries. . According to the latest investigation
of the.history of the three Kerala Kulasekharas
by Mr. A. S. Ramanatha Aiyer, B.A, MRAS.,
Trivandrum, (vide pp. 109 to 115 in the sum-
maries of papers . contributed to the Madras session
of the All-India Oriental Conference, 1924. and also
Vol. V, part II of the Travancors Archeeological
Series) Kulasekhara Varman, the author of the
Tapatisamvarana and other works, was different
from Kuladekharalvar and might well be assigned
t0 A.D, 935-955. Thus the Adcaryaciidamani might
well have been considerably earlier than the
beginning of the tenth century A.D. Perhaps the
Agcaryacidamani and the other work called
Unmadavasavadatta, to whick Saktibhadra refers in
the prologue of the former as one of his writings
were some of the oldest plays produced in South
India This accords well with what the Na#f
exclaims at page 8 of the Cidamani:

“ IR SRd dETd, STER Mgy o9, Q-
wegargafa, I TR Ra: arr Ty | 2
The Naii's observation in this strain would be a.
gross perversion of truth if King Kulasekhara had
already produced his two plays—Tapatisarivarana
and Subhadradbanafijays. Some of Saktibhadra’s
‘verses remind us of parallels in the works
of Kalidasa and Bhattandrdyana. For instance
Saktibhadra’s verse '
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“gm: gt F Rt far Reed atagd o )
AT § SRITH T TR AEARFIG 17
Cadamani, page 9
seems to be modelled after Kalidasa's :
“ qUUNEE T 9Tg 99 T WY a9 qaniaaTT |
Foa: TOEAT AR e TAIIaIgig: o ”
in the Malavikagnimitra. Similarly the verse
“ uEfEIEId JAAEEAR:
TIGHAYS AvSH FHATSH ¢
q9 T qIIT & e 9EgW &
T GEAIMEE=T (s il ”
at page 57 of the Ciidamani appears to be closely
similar to Kalidasa’s

“ gURSMIRE Fgeay o

Ao Raveiosa egHt @R |
FAFAAET TSN a=at

HRe & AUt quse arpdan 1

in the Sakuntala. The parallelism between the
following two verses is striking;
“ raas Resy =g
ArarglesTaEy g |
WAEESINTST TAr
T F aT AreAfy I X3 0 7
Cudamani, page 204.
PR g |
AR IRt
TSRy FaieaT 3 i )
Venisamhara, 1-21.
These parallelisms would tend to show that Sakti-
bbadra is later than Kalidasa and Bhattanarayana.
Saktibhadra's association with Malabar is unmistak-
ably betrayed in the use of the word ‘Sambandhq’
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in its special Malabar sense in Rama’s remark at
page 56 ‘Ify T Wy Fawwm Hwew: za:’. In this
connection it may be noted by the way that
Dr. Keith in the footnote of page 371 of the fattest
of his works—yjz, ‘The Sanskrit Drama’—is
confounding Sakmbhadras Agcaryaciidamani with
Kulagekhara Varman's Aécaryamafijarikatha.

The Chief Merits of the Aécaryacﬁdé.ma_r_xi

If any excuse were needed for using the Rama-
yana theme of perennial interest in the construction
of the plot in this play, it might be easily said:

“arg gw ERRy sehy e aRkd
TRAEESR AT TR & |
FARAN TZ R TRATEHIE T
FERA: BIYIHRT Fa: 0 7

Anargharaghava, Act I
It may not be an extravagant claim in favour of the
Cadamani to say that it is the best of the Rama-
plays perhaps barring Bhavabbiiti’s Uttararamacari-
ta in certain respects. As a fine and finished speci-
men of the Nataka type of dramatic composition, it is
refreshingly free from the features that contribute
to the heaviness and unstageworthiness of certain
well-known Rama-palys like the Anargharaghava of
Murari and the Balaramayana of Rajasekhara.
With a very agreeable quickness of action secured
by the judicious adoption of the device of Ankavatara
where appropriate, and the dropping of Viskambhas,
except where they are necessary and with a well-
adjusted time-element, the CGdamani would stage
best of all the Rima-plays ; and this is perhaps the
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chief reason why it is so popular and esteemed s0
highly among the professional actors called Cakyars.
The author begins the play with the Sarpanakha
eptsode which is one of the two pivotal parts of the
Ramayana, the other being the Kaikeyi-episode.

From the delectationistic view-point of
literary “appreciation or from the standpoint of
Rasapaddhati, a careful study of the Aicuryaca-
damani would make it manifest that it represents
a special dramatic type in which the Adbhuta-
rasa ‘is intended to be treated as the dominating
motif. This is indicated by the name itself as
suggested by the commentator at page 7: “ drHl-
TEIERIASSA Tadeqol TeMRRAETemvRRE 4. 7
In order to fully appreciate the force of this remark,
one has but to refer to certain significant portivns of
the play, as I—verse 6, IIT—pp. 88 to §1 and the
concluding portion of Act VII from page 220 to
the end. In the course of the development of the
philosophy of Rasa, several attempts were made in
the direction of synthesising the various Rasas. The
more important resu'ts of such attempts were summed
up in four kiuds of synthesis. Firstly, there is the
Karuna-synthesis which originated from Valmiki
and found its culmination in Bhavabhuti’s ‘T a: #80
T on the practical side, and in gnandavardhana’s
“%%: BEaErTa:” on the theoretical side. Secondly,
there is the Santa-synthesis, which started perhaps
from the Mahabharata, found its practical fulfilment
in works like Asvaghosa’s Sariputraprakarana, Sri
Hary's Nagananda and Krsna-misra’s Prabodha-
cendrodaya, and received able advocacy on the
theoretical side at the hands of the two greate:
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Alamkarikas— Anandavardhana and Abhinava-
gupta. Thirdly, there is the Sragara-synthests,
which firmly rooted in human nature itself since the
beginning of creation, reached its acme of spiritual
refinement, on the practical side, in the self-effacing
ideal of love delineated in an inimitable manner by the
creative genius of great poets like Kalidasa and
Bana, and, on the theorstical side, in the well-known
dictum of the royal polymath, Bhoja ;i— “@rsRmrrs-
ZgR: WER gy way”. And fourthly,. there is the
Adbhuta-synthesis which, on the theoretical side,
became crystallized in the views of Narayangand
Dharmadatta referred to by Visvanatha in his Sghit-
ya darpane and in the views of Bhanudatta asexpre.
ssed in his Rasatarangini; and which, on the practical
side, led to the production of the wonder-dominated
dramatic type represented by the older 4icarya-
cudamant and the later Adbhuta-darpana of Maha-
deva at the end of the seventeenth century. In the
sthapana, the Cudamani is ushered in as Sakti-
bhadra’s wondrous chef-d'ceuvre. In the Parnasa-
lanka (Act I), adbhuta-rase spouts up through the
enchanting form assumed by Sﬁrpanakha( verse 6,
page 14). In the Sarpanakhanka (Act II), a beauti-
ful column of this rasa rises up as may be seen in
Rama’s rapturous admiration of Sitz’s charms
( verse 4, page 57 ). In the Maya-sitanka (Act III),
this column assumes a kaleidoscopic form through’
which one could see several wonderful pictures, now
in the wonderment of Rama and Sita at the sight.of
the wonderful crest-jewel ( smardsEr®.) and marvel-
lous ring ( srgargda® ) shown by Laksmana as
presented by the sages in the forest (page89)-and



12

now in the golden deer (pp. 91-94) ‘whose irresistible
charms brought in their wake untold sufferings to
Sita and Rama. In the Jatayurvadhanka (Act IV ),
the adbhuta-motif is not allowed to be completely
ignored, but it is kept up by cleverly presenting
Sita as discovering Rawvana disguised as Rama
through the miraculous power of her Ascarya-
cudamant (pp. 134 and 135). In the Asokavanikanka
( ActV), through Ravana’s monstrous e
and Sitg’s gloriously chaste figewq, the dominating
adbhuta comes out brilliantly when Mandodari,
astounded at Sitd’s courage, exclaims :

“diq g war, aEaeed ©iF U5 fFe a%w e !
= T S0 geaiga wiar qgauer aaRw 1’ (Page 173.)
In the Anguliyakanka (Act VI), Hanuman, the very
embodiment of all that is wonderful, presents the
mieraculous ring to Sitg along with Rama’s message
of hope, and takes to Rama, Sitd’s sweet message
and wonderful crest-jewel; and Sita herself des-
cribes thus the full glory of the srgamgeias—

“g% FBIRARRR , §5 IOTEINRaE, 3 Q-
g, §¢ g @i, §F agegvasaEs:” (Page 197.)
In the beautiful unravelling in the denouement
of Aect VII, the greatest wonder of wonders
happens and Sita’s purity as the pre-eminent para-
gon of chastity is wonderfully vindicated by Sitz
gloriously going through the fire-ordeal. That
Saktibhadra’s poetry rises to a high level and that
Vaidarbhiriti with prasada and madhurya in main
characterises his composition could be easily main-
tained by a reference to many a verse in the play.
In particular, 'the following verses would appeal to
Sahrdayas as charming specimens :
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“ A FRRMTTARTIORRT = 90
. &R AT gt R
HISTT BEAY FHI=RgadT AN =@l a9
QST R g9 g JraeafieEgt |
Cadamant, page 34.
“ Ul FUERT 9 - '
TR (A TE0: Gare |
AT Tae aHg -

¥ A T R =7 1) 7 (Page 37.)
“ srrigan AfyeT TiggE
wWAIgH YFAT FFSY |
Rrtfraracsas fradar
TURT qq gErr=ganear n (Page 43.)

“ TEETHTACEUTAY HIE SToar
Gl AT /T I /AT S0 F: I
FrAreXasty Fagadragaay: gar
T a1g T swdeRAEr IghrEreE 11 (Page 99.)
“ SRS TAR AT, |
fg st ot g=araE s 0 (Page 109.)
< FAFERO: T YA F AAEET
Y R T THEE: SReHar |
TR FAEEIG TA: T Fara=aqr
AR FASTE: T T IR0 || (Page 127.)
“ QEIGESAH JEHAHEAT
4 REEREEY oA, |
It EFACYITEAN ATHET-
ARMFAETERIE e |7 (Page 232)

Saktibhadra stands well the test of the poetic
touchstone of gadya in his beautiful, terse and

sententious prose, as may be seen from the fo]low-
ing extracts;

v
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“ = gt g S (Page 19.)

amr f& Wﬁr RUCIL i (Page 27.)

(Page 72.}

i (Page §8.)

‘ gardt Tt S T = (Page 110.)

‘ IR TS TS gEN A (Page 152.)

‘ e qEEE, TR AR (Page 187.)

‘ol GERTR IREEE | A R Reia-

e | B9 A T9: oA 1 (Page 231.)

That considerable skill is shown in realistic
characterisation is evident from the delineation of
Rama’s character particularly in Act I, of Ravana’s
character in Act III and of the characters of
Laksmana and Sitg throughout., Where the author
deviates from Valmiki's original in the construction
of plot, he shows sound judgment, as may be made
out from the deft change of Valmiki’s Cadamant
and Anguliyaka into Aicarya-cudamani and
Adbhutanguliyaka and from the clever manner
in which Sita’s abduction is rendered least objection-
able by Rawana approaching her under Rama’s
disguise and misleading her by a false announce-
ment of Bharata’ s kingdom being in danger.

THE BEARING OF THE CUDAMANI ON THE
BHASA CONTROVERSY

In their contributions referred to, Messrs,
A Krishna Pisharoti and K. Rama Pisharoti mention
Saktibhadra’s 4icarya Cadamani in the course of
the dxscusslon of the authenticity of the thirteen
plays astribed to Bhasa in the Trivandrum Sanskrit
Sgnes It is interesting to notice that the Ctdamani
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exhibits a number of dramaturgic features quite
similar to those noted and relied upon by Maha-
mahopadhyiya Ganapati Sastriyar in the course of
his endeavour to ascribe to Bhasa, the Svapnavasava-
datta and twelve other plays edited by him. In
she Cfidamani also, the prologue opens with the
sentence ‘arg<y ad: EWR AR ; the word mam=r
isused for weagwm ; and the prologue closes with a
reference to the character about to enter, after the
Temark ‘u¥y % g wg Ay fmmasy w93 @ "IN R
TR’ —which occurs in the same form in nine out
of the thirteen plays. It would be very useful to note
here that the traditional view which distinguishes
between ar=gigzaR and @ s or FArgsraR and which is
reliably recorded by Visvanatha in the sixth chapter
of his Sahityadarpana, would throw considerable
light upon the problem connected with the special
dramaturgic feature that the Cadamani and the
Bhasa plays of Trivandrum open alike with ar=g=a
@ FER gy, and would show how the attempt
to use this feature in ascribing the Trivandrum
plays to Bhiasa is futile. There are interesting
parallelisms between the Ciadamani and Abhiseka
nataka in particular. For instance, compare

* AR A |
FaftE R qmin Fgawd: Fgagaed am: | 2
in the Cudamani, page 157—
with  FHaEIEREEAE RN ORAE AT FRIT |
RRYGTIAC, FAT A HSRR AT e I 2
in the Abhiseka (page 74); “sug @, sag wErws:”

etc., at page 177 and “S¥g FUEES YIS
at page 224 of the Cidamani with the correspond-
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ing portion of the Abhiseka (page 73); and, “srers
oREarESwghe” in the Cidamani (page 219) and
the preceding sentence with the corresponding
sentences in the Abhiseka (pages 69 and 70). It
would be interesting to observe here that a charac-
teristic deviation from Bharata's dramaturgic rule
forbidding the presentation of death or fight on
the stage, is found in the scene of Jatayus' fight.
with Ravana ia the fourth Act of the Cuda-
mant, as in the Abhisgka and the Urubhanga.
In an old injured Sritala manuscript of Malabar
in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,.
Madras, bearing D. C. No. 12452, it would perhaps
be of special significance to one familiar with the
Cakyar tradition of Kerala that the three works,
which show striking similarities, viz., the Cadamant,
the Abhiseka and the Praiimg, are found comprised.
These considerations might easily lead one, adopting'
a line of argument similar to that adopted by the
learned editor of the Trivandrum plays. to say,
though without sufficient warrant, that Saktibhadra
himself was the author of all these three plays.
Perhaps a similar line of argument, if stretched a.
little further might make Sakiibhadra responsible:
for the Pratijfiayaugendharayana also; for Sakti--
bhadra refers to himself in the prologue to the
Cadamani as the author of the Unmadavasavadatta,
which was probably a drama closely similar in spirit
and plot io the Pratijfayaugandharayana. Or it
may be oonjectured that Unmadavasavadatta is but
another name of the Pratijficyaugandharayana, as.
the former title only refers to Yaugandharayana’s
tuse of feigned madness for bringing about Vzsquyg..
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datta's marrriage and Vatsaraja’s release, which:
form the chief elements of the plot in the Pratijfia..
Or again, there is the further possibility that the
Unmadavasavadatta isidentical with the manuscript
in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,.
Madras, described under R, No. 2784, which is an.
incomplete play breaking off at the beginning of the-
fourth Act, is similar in plot, style and spirit to the-
published Pratijfia-nataka and is tentatively called
the Vinavasavadatta, though this title does not occur
anywhere in the body of the work itself. But in
the present state of our knowledge, it is not possible
to lift up any of these statements above the sphere
of a reasonable guess.

In this connection, it must be stated, though it
may be looked upon by some as an act of impious.
heresy, that the arguments so far advanced with
reference to the Bhasa controversy by the learned
editor of the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series and those
who have swallowed some of his views are jejune
and inconclusive, and in some places wholly
untenable. At the present stage of the discussion
relating to the Bhasa problem, it is hardly necessary
to point out that the way in which Mahamahopa-
dhyaya Ganapati Sastriyar would rely upon the use
of several Un-Paniniyan forms in the Trivandrum
plays- as evidences of their Pre-Paniniyan origin
cannot be approved by critical scholars, for the-
obvious reason that these Un-Paniniyan forms might
as well have been the solecistic lapses of the
professional Cakyars who interfered with or were-
themselves responsible for, the composition of these
plays ; and that these Cakyars were prone to such.
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lapses is testified to by the following reference to
their inadequate literary equipment at the end of the
commentary on Bodhayanakavi’s Bhagavadaj-
_juka, recently published by Mr. Anujan Accan of
the Paliyam Manuscripts Library, Jayantaman-
galam, Malabar :

“ FEf FUTUATINGR @Al |
Ify g afrsTdERET a5eT St i 7

Nor would it be difficult to meet the argument
that Bhamaha utilised the plot of the Pratijfia-
yaugandharayana in illustrating Nyayavirodha
in the fourth chapter of his Kawyalankara, by
suggesting with better reasons, that Bhamaha
was referring probably to some old work like the
Brhatkatha and was not presupposing the Pratijnia-
nataka. precisely on the ground that an attempt is
made in the Pratijfiz to remove the chief defect
pointed out by Bhamaha, through placing the
artificial elephant in a dense forest of Sala trees
beset with darkness. My esteemed friend— Maha-
mahopadhyaya Ganapati Sastriyar— is making
Kautalya quote in the third chapter of the 10th
Adhikarana of the Arthasastra, the verse

“ 9 T aree: g9 e SRS |

AT ARERE & TEeA WgIIvEE 59 9 39 |
etc., from the fourth Act of the Pratijfiayaugandha-
rayana. But according to a tradition, which is
certainly more reliable than the guesses in the
published introductions to the Trivandrum plays,
and which is recorded in an old commentary on
the Arthasastra called Nayacandrika by Madha-
vayajvan, this verse—“«d e afeeser gof ...~ and
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the previous verse—
“ I ITEIEITE] T N ST IR A |
GO A A IO, gy IRE: 0 7

were taken from some Purana in which they-
happened to be put into the mouth of Manu.
Attention is invited to the subjoined extract from.
page 180 of Volume II of the Punjab Sanskrit Book-
depot edition of the 4rthasastra, which contains a.
portion of the Nayacandrika as found in an in--
complete manuscript of that learned commentary
belonging to the Government Oriental Manuscripts .
Library, Madras.

gt (i) araf wgTeew gOishe: | A |
FYATHEQENT A= | qUED, efrmmg.mw "
TEEAR, fgww g Wm0 gRAR, T |
TR |\ ggeaan, FemR(R)R I 0 ek
TR, Taf aet A TR | SmEdw A Ag:
it sPgAEIEAIaRR T, 1

From this extract, it may be made out that the
original text of the Arthasastra <quotes the two
verses—*‘ I AFETEANH T At . . . 2 and ‘¥4 g
Wfsem gt . . . "—as from a Puyrana, and that,
according to the Nayacandrika, the reading in the
Arthasastra should be “Fgeiamd® S Had:— I
gedd: . . .7 and “q4 ;WF . . .~ It is seen
from the introduction to the Trivandrum edition
of the Arthasastra that the learned editor of"
the Trivandrum plays used the Nayacandrika-
in preparing his commentary on that work. Itis.-
indeed disappointing to see that the Trivandrum
edition of that work nowhere takes note of this.
important information about the source of the verse-
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“ g gqg wee™ I .. . 7 which is furnished in
the Nayacandrika. That there must have existed
before theeleventh century A. D.a Svapnavasava-
-dattg which, in plot and dramatic structure, was
very similar to the Svapnavasavadatta published in
the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series is evident from the
extracts from Saradatanaye’s Bhavaprakase and
_Bhoja’s Sthgaraprakasa which were brought to the
notice of scholars in the J.R.,A.S, Octoker issue
of 1924. But the variations found in the published
Svapnavasavadatta as compared with the account of
that work in the Bhavaprakase and as compared
with the references to a Svapnavasavadatta, in the
Natyadarpana and the Natakaloksanakosa, to
which Professor Sylvain Levi drew attention in the
Journal Asiatique for October-December, 1923, are
quite enough 1o convince an unbiassed person of the
text of the Trivandrum Svapnavasavadatia being
different from, though perhaps a stage recension of,
some old work of that name. Abhinavaguptacarya
quotes at page 152 of his Locana (Nirnayasagara
Press edition) the following verse as from the drama
-called Syapnavasavadatta.
¢ GRIATEAHRIE TATER IR |
S & S IR F T I

This verse does not admittedly find any place
anywhere in the Spapnavasavadatta -of the Tri-
vandrum Sanskrit Series. The learned editor of
that series, undaunted even by the great name
-of Abhinavaguptacarya, goes to the length of
atiributing a bad mistake to the great author of
the Locana, in order to allow the Trivandrum
‘play to claim the much.coveted parentage of
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Bhasa., This is apt to be felt by some as
nothing short of impertinence, particularly when
we remember that Abhinavaguptacarya's great
authority cannot be impugned without very strong
grounds. by any scholar, however eminent or
sturdy a champion he may be of the authenti-
city of the Bhasa-nataka-cakra of Trivandrum.
It must be remembered that Abhinavagupta is
quoting the verse in question from the drama
called Svapnavasavadatta, in illustration of a defect

referred to by Anandavardhana, as the following
extract would show :

‘@I W FAAISOHRMETINEE  qAaed:  Naeag
Dhvanyaloka. page 151
(Nirnayasagara Press edition).
A great writer like Abhinavagupta cannot be easily
taken to have committed an error, particularly when
he is quoting a passage for adverse comment.
Abhinavagupta is quite familiar with Bhasa as a
Mahakavi, as the following extract will show.

‘ST U FFAR—T AR ARRT | S (T
RIS - — AR AT haed fwa: 1 aredr
T ¥ @ WERY ROmAy W FE | W W%
S —AR Beid, quad WAEY flen F g | "EEmedr
WEATY Twa=y Sw—

Srarget [@ @) afy 7 A%H @

AEY TR | A 4 |

oY SMEg 9% TIONT FE

ey aAfeERr T A I

Page 255, Vol. I of the Abhinavabharati
Manuscript in the Madras Government
Orientual Manuscripts Library.
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Again, while commenting upon the verse

‘ FireH: FIuGHST FEE: HATE |

Fered FYTS HEER: /gD W
Natyasastra, 1, 4.

Abhinavagupta says in his Abhinavabharati

“IAT FTAT TH T TATI—IAT SHITH THEIPTHEART:;
FAAEEST TN EATHIIAET, @A eIga oy
Page 37, Vol. I, Abhinavabharati
Manuseript in the Government Oriental

Manuscripts Library, Madras,

Krida or hilarious merriment is the chief feature of
the drama called Svapnavasavadatta according to
Abhinavagupta. Would not this conclusively
establish that the Swapnavasavadatia known to
Abhinavagupta must be materially different
from the Trivandrum play of the same name ?
It is worthy of notice that the verse
“ Sargt [ 7 =g ] ok 7 4 @
ALY TIILET WS TR Aq: |
T g IS TS HIE
TN qaReAr T Ryt |\

quoted from Bhasa by Abhinavagupta is not found
in any of the published Trivandrum plays. In the
article by Mr. C. R. Devadhar on ‘the plays
attributed to Bhasa, their authenticity and merits,’
contributed to the Annals of the Bhandarkar
Institute, Poona, Vol. VII. parts I and IT, page 64,
after a careful course of reasoning, the conclusion
has been reached, and rightly, I believe, that “the
Carudatta represents a very crude abridgement
possibly made for stage performance of that best
specimen of the Indian theatre, the Mrcchakatika”.
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Is would be useful in this connection to note that
Mahasena’s queen often behaves like an elderly
Malayali lady in the Pratijiayaugandharayana;
that she uses the word sgmbandha in the peculiar
Malayali sense at page 37 of the Trivandrum Series
edition of the play, when she enquires {% g&==ir
sy and that Yaugandharayana plays the role
of a Malayali when he says at the end of the work
(page 73) ‘T8 { q=AQ ATE: | 47 @iIEl T V.
It would likewise be of advantage to observe that
at page 20, line 2 of the Awimaraka (Trivandrum
Sanskrit Series), the phrase ‘@gfremd {H=TRAT

seems 1o be used in the peculiar vernacular sense of

the Malayalam language and that at page 108 of
this play, the exceptional degree of solicitude and
respect for the mgatula shown in the duplicated
abhivadana which Avimaraka offers to his matula at
the nirvahana stage clearly betrays the influence of
the Marumakkattayam custom : Considerations such
as these must be enough to induce any level-headed
scholar to appreciatively welcome the suggestion
made by Mr, K. Rama Pisharoti, M.A, in his recent
paper on the Bhasa.problem, to rename the Bhasa-
nataka-cakra as the Kerala-naiaka-cakra, or to
amend the proposed nameas the Cakyar-nataka-
cakra. The eminent editor of the Trivandrum
Sanskrit Series has to his credit too great and
admirable an output of editorial achievement in
several directions other than the Bhasa-plays, for
him or any of his admirers to feel solicitous any
longer of the Bhasa-nataka-cakra being guarded
against any attempt to divest it of the dubious

privilege of the highly uncertain parentage



22

of Bhasa. It is hoped that this edition of
the Ascaryacadamami and a careful con-
sideration of the points noted above, would convey
a warning to those who are interested in Indo-
logy, against the snares and pitfalls of the mytho-
poetic muse snugly ensconced behind what, in
Baconian parlance, might be described as the Indo-
logical idol, which has been erected within the last
one decade of this century through the combined
efforts of many a well intentioned and well-reputed
Pro-Bhasa scholar in the shape of the Bhasa-plays
of the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series.

S. KUPPUSWAMI SASTRI, M.A., LES.,

Professor of Sanskrit and
Madras Comparative Philology,
17-4-26 Presidency College, Madras

——————
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